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RCW 38.52 – Emergency Management Act
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=38.52

WAC 118-04 – Emergency Worker Program
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=118-04

HB 1073 – Amends RCW 38-52
http://search.leg.wa.gov/pub/textsearch/ViewRoot.asp?Action=
Html&Item=1&X=1001132106&p=1

RCW: Revised Code of Washington (Law)
WAC: Washington Administrative Code (Regulations)
HB: House Bill (2007 Session)
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RCW: Revised Code of Washington (Law)
WAC: Washington Administrative Code (Regulations)
HB: House Bill (2007 Session)
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RCW 38.52

Emergency Worker Program
RCW 38.52

EMD directed to establish the program        
(RCW 38.52.310)

Liability coverage by the state                      
(RCW 38.52.180)

Medical, property loss, fuel, and extraordinary 
expense reimbursement                                
(RCW 38.52.020(1)(d))

Covers missions, evidence searches, and 
training

HB 1073 Provides immunity for “Covered 
Volunteers”
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Emergency Worker ProgramEmergency Worker Program

RCW 38.52.310:

“...establish by rule and regulation various classes of 
emergency workers, the scope of the duties of each 
class, and the conditions under which said workers shall 
be deemed to be on duty and covered by the provisions 
of this chapter. The department shall also adopt rules 
and regulations prescribing the manner in which 
emergency workers of each class are to be registered.”



WAC 118-04WAC 118-04
118-04-020   Purpose and intent. 
118-04-040   Scope. 
118-04-060   Definitions. 
118-04-080   Registration. 
118-04-100   Classes of emergency workers. 
118-04-120   Classes and qualifications of search and rescue emergency workers. 
118-04-160   Establishment of state standards. 
118-04-180   Responsibilities of authorized officials registering and using emergency 

workers. 
118-04-200   Personal responsibilities of emergency workers. 
118-04-220   Emergency worker duty status. 
118-04-240   Mission numbers -- Requests and requirements. 
118-04-260   Evidence search mission numbers -- Requests and requirements. 
118-04-280   Training event numbers -- Requests and requirements. 
118-04-300   Compensation eligibility and compensation board. 
118-04-320   Eligibility requirements and procedures for filing personal injury claims. 
118-04-340   Eligibility requirements and procedures for filing property loss and damage 

claims. 
118-04-360   Eligibility requirements and procedures for filing fuel, toll, and ferry expense 

reimbursement claims. 

118-04-020   Purpose and intent. 
118-04-040   Scope. 
118-04-060   Definitions. 
118-04-080   Registration. 
118-04-100   Classes of emergency workers. 
118-04-120   Classes and qualifications of search and rescue emergency workers. 
118-04-160   Establishment of state standards. 
118-04-180   Responsibilities of authorized officials registering and using emergency 

workers. 
118-04-200   Personal responsibilities of emergency workers. 
118-04-220   Emergency worker duty status. 
118-04-240   Mission numbers -- Requests and requirements. 
118-04-260   Evidence search mission numbers -- Requests and requirements. 
118-04-280   Training event numbers -- Requests and requirements. 
118-04-300   Compensation eligibility and compensation board. 
118-04-320   Eligibility requirements and procedures for filing personal injury claims. 
118-04-340   Eligibility requirements and procedures for filing property loss and damage 

claims. 
118-04-360   Eligibility requirements and procedures for filing fuel, toll, and ferry expense 

reimbursement claims. 
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Emergency Worker RegistrationEmergency Worker Registration

Required by WAC 118-040-080

18 Classes of Emergency Workers

Registration decentralized to local DEM

Permanent Registration

Temporary Registration (on scene)
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Responsibilities

WAC 118-04-180 Responsibilities of authorized officials 
registering and using emergency workers

Responsibilities

WAC 118-04-180 Responsibilities of authorized officials 
registering and using emergency workers

(1) Ensure volunteers meet basic qualifications.  
Have skills and abilities to accomplish mission. 
(WAC 118-04-120 )

(2) Local requirements may include more extensive 
and detailed criteria

(3) Ensure emergency workers aware of personal 
responsibilities

(4) Safety

(5) ICS
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Responsibilities

WAC 118-04-200 Personal responsibilities of emergency 
workers

Responsibilities

WAC 118-04-200 Personal responsibilities of emergency 
workers

(1)  Comply with all applicable responsibilities and requirements

(a) Notification of use of medical prescription or other drug

(b) Narcotics or any illegal controlled substance prohibited

(c) Under the influence of alcohol prohibited

(d) Valid operator's license required

(e) Insurance required

(f)  Adherence to all applicable traffic regulations

(2)  Comply with all other requirements of authorized official

(3)  Mentally/physically fit for assigned duties

(4)  Check in
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Missions

WAC 118-04-220

Mission number issued by EMD

Must be mobilized by and under direction 
and control of authorized official

WAC 118-04-240(5) coverage is Portal-to-
Portal
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Training missions coordinated by local 
DEM

Training Mission Numbers issued by EMD  
for individual events or training series

Same liability, medical, and property loss 
coverage as actual missions
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Emergency Worker Status
Training
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TrainingTraining



RCW 38.52.180
(2) All legal liability for damage to property or injury or death to 
persons (except an emergency worker, regularly enrolled and 
acting as such), caused by acts done((,)) or attempted during or 
while traveling to or from an emergency or disaster, search and 
rescue, or training or exercise authorized by the department in 
preparation for an emergency or disaster or search and rescue, 
under the color of this chapter in a bona fide attempt to comply
therewith, except as provided in subsections (3), (4), and (5) of 
this section regarding covered volunteer emergency workers,
shall be the obligation of the state of Washington. 
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this section regarding covered volunteer emergency workers,
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Emergency Worker Status
HB 1073
“Indemnity”
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HB 1073HB 1073
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(Underlining identifies new language.)(Underlining identifies new language.)



RCW 38.52.180
(3) No act or omission by a covered volunteer emergency 
worker while engaged in a covered activity shall impose any 
liability for civil damages resulting from such an act or omission 
upon:
(a) The covered volunteer emergency worker;
(b) The supervisor or supervisors of the covered volunteer 
emergency worker;
(c) Any facility or their officers or employees;
(d) The employer of the covered volunteer emergency worker;
(e) The owner of the property or vehicle where the act or 
omission may have occurred during the covered activity;
(f) Any local organization that registered the covered volunteer
emergency worker; and
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(g) The state or any state or local governmental entity

Emergency Worker Status
HB 1073
“Immunity”
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RCW 38.52.180
(4) The immunity in subsection (3) of this section applies only 
when the covered volunteer emergency worker was engaged in 
a covered activity:
(a) Within the scope of his or her assigned duties;
(b) Under the direction of a local emergency management 
organization or the department, or a local law enforcement 
agency for search and rescue; and
(c) The act or omission does not constitute gross negligence or 
willful or wanton misconduct.
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RCW 38.52.180
(5) For purposes of this section:
(a) "Covered volunteer emergency worker" means an emergency 
worker as defined in RCW 38.52.010 who (i) is not receiving or 
expecting compensation as an emergency worker from the state or 
local government, or (ii) is not a state or local government employee 
unless on leave without pay status.
(b) "Covered activity" means:
(i) Providing assistance or transportation authorized by the department 
during an emergency or disaster or search and rescue as defined in 
RCW 38.52.010, whether such assistance or transportation is provided 
at the scene of the emergency or disaster or search and rescue, at an 
alternative care site, at a hospital, or while in route to or from such sites 
or between sites; or
(ii) Participating in training or exercise authorized by the department in 
preparation for an emergency or disaster or search and rescue. 

RCW 38.52.180
(5) For purposes of this section:
(a) "Covered volunteer emergency worker" means an emergency 
worker as defined in RCW 38.52.010 who (i) is not receiving or 
expecting compensation as an emergency worker from the state or 
local government, or (ii) is not a state or local government employee 
unless on leave without pay status.
(b) "Covered activity" means:
(i) Providing assistance or transportation authorized by the department 
during an emergency or disaster or search and rescue as defined in 
RCW 38.52.010, whether such assistance or transportation is provided 
at the scene of the emergency or disaster or search and rescue, at an 
alternative care site, at a hospital, or while in route to or from such sites 
or between sites; or
(ii) Participating in training or exercise authorized by the department in 
preparation for an emergency or disaster or search and rescue. 
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Emergency Worker ClaimsEmergency Worker Claims

Claims filed through local DEM

Forms on EMD Web site: 

http://emd.wa.gov/search_rescue/sar_forms.shtml

Instructions on form and in WAC 118-04
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Chris Long
State Coordinator of SAR Operations

State EOC Bldg 20 
Camp Murray WA 98430-5122

253-512-7024
C.Long@EMD.WA.gov
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